[Descriptive analysis of psychiatric emergencies in the greater Montréal area.].
In. September 197S1, a research team from the Department of Health Administration of the University of Montreal, completed a research study on psychiatric emergencies financed by the Planning section of Quebec's Ministry of Social Affairs. The purpose of this research was on the one hand, to measure the importance of psychiatric problems in the emergency services of hospital centers in Montreal's metropolitan region (22 institutions) and, on the other hand, to describe the characteristics of patients who have access to these emergency services for the purpose of psychiatric treatment. This article summarizes the first section of this research study. Firstly, the authors explain the problem underlying the study, as well as the objectives pursued. Subsequently, a brief description of the research is made, according to its major methodological features. Finally, in the third section, data relative to the number of psychiatric emergencies and to the distribution of this care demand in Montreal's hospital centers, are presented. A second article will deal with the main characteristics of the psychiatric clientele requiring emergency resources i.e. age, sex, marital status, socio-professional categories, types of emotional distress, profiles of past-utilization of services (etc.).